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This is the 500th anniversary of the Reformation

Germany has had a year-long celebration of the Reformation. 
Reformation Day, October 31, 2017, is a national Holiday in Germany.
Reformation in the UK: Tuesday, 5 September 2017 until Tuesday, 31 October 2017
Reformation Day in Chile always falls on Oct 31
Presbyterianism in American and world history.
Reformation Sunday for the Reformed Church. 

The Annual Celebration of the Reformation by the Lutheran Laymen’s League will be held at Town and Country Lutheran Church on Marconi Avenue at Norris in Sacramento on Sunday, October 29, 2017, at 4 PM.
* * * * *

1. Featured Article: How Martin Luther has shaped Germany for half a millennium
The 500th anniversary of the 95 theses finds a country as moralistic as ever

The Economist | Print edition | Europe | Jan 7th 2017
SET foot in Germany this year and you are likely to encounter the jowly, dour portrait of Martin Luther. With more than 1,000 events in 100 locations, the whole nation is celebrating the 500th anniversary of the monk issuing his 95 theses and (perhaps apocryphally) pinning them to the church door at Wittenberg. He set in motion a split in Christianity that would forever change not just Germany, but the world.

At home, Luther’s significance is no longer primarily theological. After generations of secularisation, not to mention decades of official atheism in the formerly communist east (which includes Wittenberg), Germans are not particularly religious. But the Reformation was not just about God. It shaped the German language, mentality and way of life. For centuries the country was riven by bloody confessional strife; today Protestants and Catholics are each about 30% of the population. But after German unification in the 19th century, Lutheranism won the culture wars. “Much of what used to be typically Protestant we today perceive as typically German,” says Christine Eichel, author of “Deutschland, Lutherland”, a book about Luther’s influence. Read more . . . 
Start with aesthetics. For Luther this was, like everything else, a serious matter. He believed that Christians were guaranteed salvation through Jesus but had a duty to live in such a way as to deserve it. Ostentation was thus a disgraceful distraction from the asceticism required to examine one’s own conscience. The traces of this severity live on in Germany’s early 20th-century Bauhaus architecture, and even in the furniture styles at IKEA (from Lutheran Sweden). They can be seen in the modest dress, office decor and eating habits of Angela Merkel, the daughter of a Lutheran pastor, and of Joachim Gauck, Germany’s president and a former pastor himself. Both may partake of the glitz of the French presidency while visiting Paris, but it would never pass in Berlin.

Luther shared his distaste for visual ornament with other Protestant reformers. But he differed in the role he saw for music. The Swiss Protestants John Calvin and Huldrych Zwingli viewed music as sensual temptation and frowned on it. But to Luther music was a divinely inspired weapon against the devil. He wanted believers to sing together—in German, in church and at home, and with instruments accompanying them. Today Germany has 130 publicly financed orchestras, more than any other country. And concerts are still attended like sermons, sombrely and seriously.

Luther’s inheritance can also be seen in the fact that Germany, the world’s 17th-most populous country, has the second-largest book market after America’s. After he translated the Bible into German, Luther wanted everyone, male or female, rich or poor, to read it. At first Protestants became more literate than Catholics; ultimately all Germans became bookish. . .
Yet on money, too, Luther differed from other reformers. When Max Weber wrote of the Protestant work ethic in 1904, he had in mind Calvinism and its relatives, such as American Puritanism. Calvin viewed an individual’s ability to get rich as a sign that God had predestined him to be saved. To Luther, Christians were already saved, so wealth was suspect. Instead of amassing it, Christians should work for their community, not themselves. Work (Beruf) thus became a calling (Berufung). Not profit but redistribution was the goal. According to Gerhard Wegner, a professor of theology, this “Lutheran socialism” finds secular expression in the welfare states of Scandinavia and Germany.

Luther’s “subcutaneous” legacy keeps popping up in surprising places, says Mrs Eichel. Germans, and especially Lutherans, buy more life insurance but fewer shares than others (Luther didn’t believe in making money without working for it) . . . 
Holier than thou

Luther also shares blame for some negative qualities ascribed to Germans. He was deeply anti-Semitic, a prejudice his countrymen have shed at great cost (he blamed evil stares from Jews for the illness that eventually killed him). Germans’ legendary obedience to authority is attributed to Luther’s insistence on separating spiritual and worldly authorities (which princes in his day found useful in suppressing a peasants’ revolt). And although personally fond of boisterous jokes, he was among the founding figures of Germany’s rather humourless and preachy tradition of public discourse. Germans today are the first to bemoan their national habit of delivering finger-wagging lectures.

Such rigid moralism can make Germans hard to deal with, especially in Brussels, where the EU’s problems demand a willingness to let misdemeanours slide. But there are worse traits than excessive morality. Besides, 500 years on, Lutheran Germany is being transformed by globalisation. Germany today has not only devout ascetics but everything from consumerist hipsters to Om-chanting yogis. A growing Muslim population is pushing the country towards a new kind of religious pluralism. Mrs Eichel herself finds German churches “too serious”; she attends one headed by an African-American gospel preacher. If the downside of Germans’ Lutheran heritage is a difficulty in lightening up or accepting alternative lifestyles, they seem to be getting over it.

This article appeared in the Europe section of the print edition under the headline "Nailed it"

Read the entire article in The Economist
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2. In the News: Reformation 500 Documentary: October 31, 1517 to October 31, 2017
October 31, 2017, the 500th anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation.

A lone monk’s actions 500 years ago continue to have a great impact. Hear from some of the world’s greatest scholars on Martin Luther and the significance of the Reformation for our modern world in “500: The Impact of the Reformation Today,” a documentary that reveals how the Reformation surrounds us more than we realize through religion, politics and our society.

This thought-provoking documentary delves beyond the history of the Reformation, showing how its events and leaders left lasting effects on almost every aspect of modern-day life. Four years in the making, portions were shot on location throughout Germany where the actual Reformation events occurred. The documentary is hosted by St. Louis Fox News Anchor Sandy Miller. Read more . . . 
Congregations and schools are encouraged to share the video in whatever version works best for their purposes.

The documentary is available in a variety of versions:
· A multipart topical series: This free version provides 20 short videos in three topical playlists — “Religion,” “Political” and “Social.”

· An hour-long documentary: This free version offers insights about the Reformation in a single video.

· A feature-length documentary: This version will be available for purchase in fall 2017 from Vision Video at https://www.visionvideo.com/.

For more information, contact communications@csl.edu or 800-822-5287.

The 500th anniversary of the Reformation is not about Martin Luther, whom God used to reform His Church. Rather, it’s about Jesus Christ, who forgave Luther—and forgives you! —by grace through faith.

In Luther’s time, people spent countless hours giving honor to saints because they believed that doing so would lessen their time in purgatory on their way to heaven. But by studying God’s Word, Luther realized that it is not our works that save us. It is God’s grace. Because the Bible tells us, “by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast” (Ephesians 2:8–9 ESV).

Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison, president of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, invites you to join in the celebration and the confession of salvation through Jesus Christ alone. Because even 500 years after the Reformation, it’s still all about Jesus.

References
http://lutheranreformation.org/resources/ 
http://lutheranreformation.org/resources/the-essential-lutheran-library/ 
http://lutheranreformation.org/history/  

LOGIA is published quarterly by The Luther Academy. https://logia.org/ 
https://logia.org/luther-academy-books/ 

Listen to the Lutheran Hour Ministries on Line: https://www.lhm.org/default.asp 
Founded in 1917, now in its 100-anniversary year, reaching 80,000 in 50 countries.



Department of Archives and History of The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod
                        http://concordiahistoricalinstitute.org/
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3. International: Germany has had a year-long celebration of the Reformation. 
Luther Country' in Germany marks 500th anniversary of Protestant Reformation
Amy S. Eckert | Chicago Tribune
For the world’s roughly 800 million Protestants, a small corner of eastern Germany is their spiritual home — a place that takes on added importance this year, the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation.

Covering an area roughly 150 miles long, so-called Luther Country is the birthplace and longtime home of religious rebel Martin Luther. Here it was that young Luther was allegedly frightened by a thunderstorm, interpreting a lightning strike as a sign to drop out of law school in favor of seminary. And here it was that the disillusioned theologian famously assailed the Catholic powers that be when he tacked his 95 theses on a church door Oct. 31, 1517, setting off the Reformation.

While commemorative concerts and museum exhibitions have been taking place all year long, momentum is building as the clock ticks closer to Oct. 31, 500 years to the day since Luther posted his grievances on Wittenberg’s Castle Church door.

At the center of the celebrations — and in the center of Luther Country, spiritually if not geographically — sits the small university town of Wittenberg. With a population of just under 50,000, Lutherstadt Wittenberg, as the city is officially known, was home to Martin Luther longer than anyplace else. Read more . . . 
Stretching nearly a mile between the Castle Church and the monastery that became Luther’s family home, Wittenberg’s Collegienstrasse spanned the gulf between the established church and a new religious ideology. The town’s de facto Main Street, cobbled Collegienstrasse charms visitors with overflowing flower boxes, a gurgling canal and sidewalk cafes. In between, mom and pop shops display Reformation-themed souvenirs from the pedagogic to the playful: biographies of Martin Luther and his cohorts; detailed analyses of early Protestantism; Reformation beer, wine and liquor; chocolates and noodles shaped into Luther’s profile; and socks knitted with the words “Here I stand. I cannot do otherwise” — Luther’s supposed retort to the powerful officials of the Holy Roman Empire who wanted him to walk back his criticism of the pope and the Catholic church.

Within the honey-colored walls of the Luther House, the world’s largest Reformation museum, it’s easy to visualize the more intense world of the early 1500s, when heated theology discussions would have taken place at Luther’s popular Table Talks. Faded ocher and blue paint cover the walls, and sunlight streams through circular glass panes. At the center of the room stands Luther’s battered-looking wooden table, said to be the original.

Nearby, the house’s cavernous lecture hall was the scene for frequent religious discourses allowing Luther a platform upon which to rail against church corruption and the habit of selling penitential indulgences that simultaneously fed Rome’s growing budget.

Across Luther Country, from tiny Eisleben, where Luther was born in 1483 and died some 60 years later, to Erfurt, where he attended seminary, from Mansfeld, where Luther lived as a young boy, to Torgau, where his wife Katharina von Bora died, museums and monuments remind visitors that Martin Luther was once here. All claim close ties to the reformer. But at times, the links seem nebulous.

“After 500 years, many buildings simply don’t survive,” says Jochen Birkenmeier, research director and curator of the Luther House museum in Eisenach, where Luther is said to have lived and studied from 1498 to 1501. “It can be difficult all these years later to say precisely which portions of the Luther story are fact and which are legend. But there is a lot that we do know. And clearly Luther’s Reformation ideas had a profound effect not only on Christianity, but on the entire Western world.”

While Birkenmeier and his team are reasonably certain which rooms Luther occupied at the Luther House in Eisenach, it is the reformer’s relationship to the Bible that forms the focal point of the museum. Displays explain the rarity of Bibles in Luther’s youth — Luther himself never saw a Bible until entering seminary. And multimedia presentations offer insight into the painstaking processes Luther employed in translating the Bible into German. But the museum also discusses frankly the anti-Semitic views of Luther and some of his followers.

“It’s clear that Martin Luther himself was an anti-Semite by the end of his life,” says Birkenmeier, adding that many of Luther’s writings were used to justify the actions of the Third Reich. “We can’t deny this side of Martin Luther, nor do we want to.”

Luther translated his German New Testament some 1,300 feet above Eisenach, at the imposing Wartburg Castle, billed as the most visited Luther site in the world. This medieval castle, whose oldest portions date to 1067, was Luther’s refuge after being declared a heretic and an outlaw for refusing to recant Protestant beliefs at the Diet of Worms, a meeting of Holy Roman Empire bigwigs in the German town of Worms in 1521. Within the castle, Luther found not only safety, but peace and quiet. The solitude suited him. After nearly a year in hiding, he left the castle, newly translated New Testament in hand.

The castle’s Luther Room, where the reformer undertook his translation effort, has always held a certain sanctity for Protestants. It’s outfitted simply with rough wood paneling, a desk and chair, and curiously, a whale vertebra used by Luther as a footstool. It’s said that Luther’s original desk disappeared sliver by sliver, secreted away by Protestant devotees. It’s also said that while Luther worked on his translation, he was pestered continuously by the devil until finally, in a fit of rage, Luther flung an ink bottle at him. We’ll never know if either story is true. But after 500 years, the legend seems likely to remain.

Amy S. Eckert is a freelance writer.
Major Reformation events in Germany
· Reformation Celebration, Oct. 31, Wittenberg. The annual event includes a historical market, church services, lectures and musical performances. This year’s celebration in 2017 is expected to be larger than usual, and the date has been declared a national holiday for the first time.

· Pop Oratory Luther, through October. The story of Martin Luther and the Reformation told through a 1,500-voice choir and symphony orchestra. Concerts to take place in Wittenberg, Berlin and Braunschweig, among other cities.

· “Luther and the Germans,” through Nov. 5, Wartburg Castle, Eisenach. The exhibit explores the complex ways in which Luther’s writings have been used — and exploited — by generations of Germans.

· “Luther! 95 Treasures, 95 People,” through Nov. 5, Luther House museum, Wittenberg. An overview of Martin Luther’s life and times in 16th-century Germany.

· “Heretic, Schismatic, Teacher of the Faith: The Catholic View of Luther,” through Nov. 5, Luther House museum, Eisenach.
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4. Medicare: “Lutheran socialism” finds secular expression in the welfare states”

“Lutheran socialism” finds secular expression in the welfare states of Scandinavia and Germany.
The attempt to arrive at a balanced and objective understanding of the relationship between the German Protestant church, which is predominantly Lutheran, and the rise of National Socialism is an almost impossible task today. For what we now hear about the Protestant church of the thirties tends to be written by those who were vindicated by the turn of events, while those who supported Hitler and National Socialism have tended to remain silent, understandably enough. Read more . . . The flood of books and articles by the Confessing Church gives the misleading impression that the stand of the church toward the Nazi state was one of resistance and opposition. Instead, the main Protestant response to Hitler and to the nationalistic forces he represented ranged from inactive indifference to over-whelming support. The Confessing Church, which did display a courageous though not always consistent opposition, at best never spoke for more than about one tenth of all Protestant Christians.
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/church-history/article/the-german-lutheran-church-and-the-rise-of-national-socialism/074032270EBB880C7283554D363DE29D 
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 Government is not the solution to our problems, government is the problem. 

- Ronald Reagan
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5. Medical Gluttony: Socialized Medicine: Restrictive Healthcare
The National Health Service (NHS) has restricted elective surgery such as obesity surgery to patients that have lost a certain amount of weight on their own prior to being approved for the operation. It has further restricted treatment for other diseases until cigarette smokers have ceased smoking for 8 months. Read more . . . 
This creates a waiting list. Some never make the requirements for treatment.
Patients can die waiting having never been treated. 
This is how the socialists save money. 

This is the ultimate cruelty of Socialism.

However, Socialists never state this and even deny this.

And when Conservatives point this they are criticized for insensitivity and hate.

This psychiatric defense mechanism of projection is transferring your feelings such as hatefulness on someone else.

However, psychiatrists have great difficulty in removing this primitive defense mechanism, if for no other reason than people with personality disorders never seek treatment. It is a too valuable character flaw to lose. 
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Medical Gluttony thrives in Government and Health Insurance Programs.

It Disappears with Appropriate Deductibles and Co-payments on Every Service.
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6. Medical Myths: Single Payor: Healthcare for all is a myth.  
Will Not Save money
Gives coverage of care to everyone.
Reduces access to care by waiting.

Therefore, makes care less available to everyone except those that are connected.
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Medical Myths originate when someone else pays the medical bills.

Myths disappear when Patients pay Appropriate Deductibles and Co-payments on Every Service.
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7. Overheard in the Medical Staff Lounge: Closed for the Holiday.
Dr. Rosen: 
Internal Medicine subspecialist


Dr. Edwards:
Internal Medicine subspecialist
Dr. Milton:
Internal Medicine subspecialist
Dr. Ruth: 
Internal Medicine


Dr. Michelle: 
Obstetrics-Gynecology
Dr. Yancy: 
General Surgeon


Dr. Sam: 
Family Practice
Dr. Dave: 
General Practice
Dr. Kaleb:
Internal Medicine
Dr. Patricia:
Dermatologist
Dr. Joseph: 
Ret Surgeon
Dr. Thomas:
Dr. Tom
Dr. Richard:
Dr. Dick
Dr. Harold:
Dr. Harry
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The Staff Lounge Is Where Unfiltered Opinions Are Heard.
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8. Voices of Medicine: Sonoma Medicine Editorial: SINGLE-PAYER HEALTH CARE 
SINGLE-PAYER HEALTH CARE Editorial: The Great Single-Payer Debate 
Feature articles:  Envisioning single payer; California single-payer pros and cons; SB 562: CMA opposes unless amended;

H-PEACE: health care activism. Departments: Letter from the executive director; interview, 
SCMA president Peter Sybert, MD; open clinical trials in Sonoma County; clinical fasting; 
mystery case: nocturnal leg cramps; 

Book review: "Do No Harm: Stories of Life, Death and Brain Surgery;" 
The Web's 10 Best; medical arts; 
Farewell from editor Steve Osborn. 
* * * * *
The Heart of Wine Country
Michael Zivyak, President, Magazine Division

Sonoma Media
Sonoma is a world unto itself. Its defining landscape combines scenic beauty and agricultural abundance. It is urban sophistication in an idyllic, rural setting. It is a destination, a haven, a state of mind, and a way of life. Read More . . .
Sonoma magazine’s aim is to capture and celebrate this landscape and lifestyle. The magazine explores the food and wine culture that drives the region; the homes, outdoors, cuisine, personalities, cultural attractions, and style of the region with a fresh, informed voice, a curatorial point of view, and gorgeous visuals.

Sonoma magazine does more than simply reflect Sonoma’s identity and the culturally rich, sophisticated community it is. The insider’s voice of the magazine contributes to, informs, and unites the region in a manner befitting Sonoma. 

It showcases high-quality photography, intelligent feature writing and valuable service articles, while also providing in-depth reporting on locally relevant issues and short bits on fun stuff. 

Promoting the area to its most active, devoted residents, weekenders, and visitors, Sonoma magazine is essential for people who live in Sonoma and for those who wish they did, appealing to the hearts and minds of loyal subscribers and newsstand browsers who want to take this amazing place home with them.
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9. Review: Dietrich Bonhoeffer: German theologian and resister
Cheap grace is preaching forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism without church discipline, Communion without confession. … Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate."

"The time is fulfilled for the German people of Hitler. It is because of Hitler that Christ, God the helper and redeemer, has become effective among us. … Hitler is the way of the Spirit and the will of God for the German people to enter the Church of Christ." So, spoke German pastor Hermann Gruner. Another pastor put it more succinctly: "Christ has come to us through Adolph Hitler."

So despondent had been the German people after the defeat of World War I and the subsequent economic depression that the charismatic Hitler appeared to be the nation's answer to prayer—at least to most Germans. One exception was theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who was determined not only to refute this idea but also to topple Hitler, even if it meant killing him. Read more . . . 
From pacifist to co-conspirator
Bonhoeffer was not raised in a particularly radical environment. He was born into an aristocratic family. His mother was daughter of the preacher at the court of Kaiser Wilhelm II, and his father was a prominent neurologist and professor of psychiatry at the University of Berlin.

All eight children were raised in a liberal, nominally religious environment and were encouraged to dabble in great literature and the fine arts. Bonhoeffer's skill at the piano, in fact, led some in his family to believe he was headed for a career in music. When at age 14, Dietrich announced he intended to become a minister and theologian, the family was not pleased.

Bonhoeffer graduated from the University of Berlin in 1927, at age 21, and then spent some months in Spain as an assistant pastor to a German congregation. Then it was back to Germany to write a dissertation, which would grant him the right to a university appointment. He then spent a year in America, at New York's Union Theological Seminary, before returning to the post of lecturer at the University of Berlin.

During these years, Hitler rose in power, becoming chancellor of Germany in January 1933, and president a year and a half later. Hitler's anti-Semitic rhetoric and actions intensified—as did his opposition, which included the likes of theologian Karl Barth, pastor Martin Niemoller, and the young Bonhoeffer. Together with other pastors and theologians, they organized the Confessing Church, which announced publicly in its Barmen Declaration (1934) its allegiance first to Jesus Christ: "We repudiate the false teaching that the church can and must recognize yet other happenings and powers, personalities and truths as divine revelation alongside this one Word of God. … 

In the meantime, Bonhoeffer had written The Cost of Discipleship (1937), a call to more faithful and radical obedience to Christ and a severe rebuke of comfortable Christianity: "Cheap grace is preaching forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism without church discipline, Communion without confession. … Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate."

During this time, Bonhoeffer was teaching pastors in an underground seminary, Finkenwalde (the government had banned him from teaching openly). But after the seminary was discovered and closed, the Confessing Church became increasingly reluctant to speak out against Hitler, and moral opposition proved increasingly ineffective, so Bonhoeffer began to change his strategy. To this point he had been a pacifist, and he had tried to oppose the Nazis through religious action and moral persuasion.

Now he signed up with the German secret service (to serve as a double agent—while traveling to church conferences over Europe, he was supposed to be collecting information about the places he visited, but he was, instead, trying to help Jews escape Nazi oppression). Bonhoeffer also became a part of a plot to overthrow, and later to assassinate, Hitler.

As his tactics were changing, he had gone to America to become a guest lecturer. But he couldn't shake a feeling of responsibility for his country. Within months of his arrival, he wrote theologian Reinhold Niebuhr, "I have made a mistake in coming to America. I must live through this difficult period in our national history with the Christian people of Germany. I will have no right to participate in the reconstruction of Christian life in Germany after the war if I do not share the trials of this time with my people."

Bonhoeffer, though privy to various plots on Hitler's life, was never at the center of the plans. Eventually his resistance efforts (mainly his role in rescuing Jews) was discovered. On an April afternoon in 1943, two men arrived in a black Mercedes, put Bonhoeffer in the car, and drove him to Tegel prison.

Radical reflections

Bonhoeffer spent two years in prison, corresponding with family and friends, pastoring fellow prisoners, and reflecting on the meaning of "Jesus Christ for today." As the months progressed, be began outlining a new theology, penning enigmatic lines that had been inspired by his reflections on the nature of Christian action in history.

"God lets himself be pushed out of the world on to the cross," he wrote. "He is weak and powerless in the world, and that is precisely the way, the only way, in which he is with us and helps us. [The Bible] … makes quite clear that Christ helps us, not by virtue of his omnipotence, but by virtue of his weakness and suffering. … The Bible directs man to God's powerlessness and suffering; only the suffering God can help."

In another passage, he said, "To be a Christian does not mean to be religious in a particular way, to make something of oneself (a sinner, a penitent, or a saint) on the basis of some method or other, but to be a man—not a type of man, but the man that Christ creates in us. It is not the religious act that makes the Christian, but participation in the sufferings of God in the secular life."

Eventually, Bonhoeffer was transferred from Tegel to Buchenwald and then to the extermination camp at Flossenbürg. On April 9, 1945, one month before Germany surrendered, he was hanged with six other resisters.

A decade later, a camp doctor who witnessed Bonhoeffer's hanging described the scene: "The prisoners … were taken from their cells, and the verdicts of court martial read out to them. Through the half-open door in one room of the huts, I saw Pastor Bonhoeffer, before taking off his prison garb, kneeling on the floor praying fervently to his God. I was most deeply moved by the way this lovable man prayed, so devout and so certain that God heard his prayer. At the place of execution, he again said a prayer and then climbed the steps to the gallows, brave and composed. His death ensued in a few seconds. In the almost 50 years that I have worked as a doctor, I have hardly ever seen a man die so entirely submissive to the will of God."

Bonhoeffer's prison correspondence was eventually edited and published as Letters and Papers from Prison, which inspired much controversy and the "death of God" movement of the 1960s (though Bonhoeffer's close friend and chief biographer, Eberhard Bethge, said Bonhoeffer implied no such thing). His Cost of Discipleship, as well as Life Together (about Christian community, based on his teaching at the underground seminary), have remained devotional classics. 
This review is found athttp://www.christianitytoday.com/history/people/martyrs/dietrich-bonhoeffer.html  

To read more book reviews . . .  
To read book reviews topically . . .   
Feedback . . . 
Subscribe MedicalTuesday . . . 
Subscribe HealthPlanUSA . . .
The Book Review Section Is an Insider’s View of What Doctors are Reading about. 

* * * * *

10. Hippocrates & His Kin: The Hippocratic Oath: Never give a poison or cause an abortion.
The following original paragraph has been deleted from the original as being politically incorrect.
I will use treatment to help the sick according to my ability and judgment, but never with a view to injury and wrong-doing. Neither will I administer a poison to anybody when asked to do so, nor will I suggest such a course. Similarly, I will not give to a woman a pessary to cause abortion. But I will keep pure and holy both my life and my art. I will not use the knife, not even, verily, on sufferers from stone, but I will give place to such as are craftsmen therein. 
This would imply that an ethical physician would not suggest or be involved in assisted suicide or in an abortion.
To read more HHK . . .  



 HYPERLINK "http://www.delmeyer.net/Articles/HippocratesModernColleagues.aspx" 

To read more HMC . . . 
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11 Words of Wisdom: Talking at Luther’s Table
“In Luther’s household the day began at sunrise, and the principal meal of the day was eaten about ten o’clock in the morning. About five o’clock in the afternoon supper was served, and this meal was often shared by exiled clergymen, escaped nuns, government officials, visitors from abroad, and colleagues of Luther in the university who frequently stopped in, men like Philip Melanchthon, John Bugenhagen, and Justus Jonas. The relaxed atmosphere of the hospitable home was conducive to spirited conversation… Read more . . . 
Table Talks as presented in Volume 54 of the American Edition of Luther’s Works
Complaint of Dizziness and Ringing Ears
“Nobody believes me when I complain what great pain vertigo and the ringing and buzzing in my ears give me. I don’t dare read for an hour without interruption. I can’t pursue some thought to its manifest conclusion or think diligently about it. For at once the ringing is there and I’m forced to lie down.

“Itching purifies the body, which is also purified by defecation and sweating. Itching’s best suited to the health of the head. But I don’t want to find fault with my head. It has faithfully ventured into battle with me. It has deserved my best thanks.” (AE 54:189)

* * * * *
12 This month in History: Indian Summer
Between the lazy days of summer and the chilly days of autumn, there’s a time when the days are sunny and warm, but the nights are crisp and cool. It’s called Indian Summer. The green leaves of summer begin to change their hue to yellow, orange, and the burnt red: pumpkins and maize ripen in the fields. The name also serves to remind us of the days when Native Americans harvested nature’s bountiful array of nuts, fruits, and vegetables; fished its clear funning rivers for salmon and trout; hunted the herds of wild buffalo; and stalked the mountains for bear, moose, and deer. Nature had blessed these people with everything they needed just before the winter snows began to fall in Indian Summer. And the people respected and nurtured nature’s gifts throughout the year in return.
We may also remember some historical occurrences that occurred on this month: Read more . . . 
1908: Henry Ford introduced the Model T, known as Tin Lizzie, employing assembly lines, interchangeable parts, and mass production.
1853: Turkey declared war on Russia for ultimate control of the Crimean Peninsula. No one won.

1957: Sputnik satellite orbited the earth which jolted the US into an all-out effort to expand its limited space technology.
1989: Thomas Edison showed his first motion picture in West Orange, New Jersey.
1000: Viking explorer Leif Erikson landed in North America near Newfoundland. They didn’t stay for long; instead they set sail for the more hospitable climbs of the Greenland coast.
1886: The tuxedo was born, in midnight blue at a retreat known as Tuxedo Park, New York. The garment eventually took its nickname from this elegant setting.

1521: Great Britain’s King Henry VIII denounced Martin Luther’s teachings in a book entitled, Assertion of the Sacraments. 

1492: Christopher Columbus discovered the New World on October 12, 1492 financed by Queen Isabella of Spain in search of a new route to India. Unfortunately, Columbus Day is now celebrated on the second Monday of October.
1785: The first jackasses arrived in America from Spain, sent as a gift by the King of Spain to President George Washington so that they could be mated with mares to produce America’s first native mules.

1938: Dupont announced the invention of a new fiber named NYLON which stands for the research teams in New York and London, which not only beautified women’s legs, but made its way into our daily lives in a myriad of ways. 

1929: The Wall Street stock market crashed and the twentieth century’s worst economic depression rose from its ashes and ended 10 years later when the Second World War began.

1517: Martin Luther posted his ninety-five Theses to the Castle Door in Wittenberg, Germany and started a Protestant Revolution.
* * * * *
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14 In Memoriam: Life of Luther - 1483 - 1546
The 500th Anniversary of the Reformation
October 31, 1517 to October 31, 2017

Martin Luther was born in Eisleben Germany in 1483, nine years before the discovery of America. His father Hans Luther was a rather prosperous miner and his mother, Margaretta, was a strict disciplinarian. Because his son was so brilliant, Hans enrolled Martin at the University of Erfurt to study law. 

On returning to the university, after a visit home, a lightning bolt knocked him to the ground. Thinking this was a sign from God, Luther cried out, “Save me, St. Anne!” “I will become a monk!" He sold his law books and entered the Augustinian monastery at Erfurt.

His father Hans was furious, hoping to have a wealthy lawyer in the family. Martin didn’t want to displease his father, but only to lead a holy life to obtain forgiveness and go to heaven.  Martin prayed long hours, worked hard, studied constantly. He was surprised and saddened that the harder he tried to keep God’s commandments perfectly, the more he felt like a failure.  

The monastery thought that maybe it would help to send Brother Martin to Rome, the church’s headquarters. But when he saw how worldly and sinfully the leaders behaved, his despair deepened. Read more . . . 
Once again, Luther’s life changed. The ruler of Saxony, Frederick the Wise, had established a new university in Wittenberg. Luther was sent there to be an assistant professor.  He became a scholar and preacher. Yet he still did not find peace with God. 

The head of the local monastery, Johann von Staupitz, led Luther to the Bible for answers.  In St. Paul’s letter to the Romans, Luther read that God’s righteousness is a gift to those who believe in Christ as their Savior. St. Paul explained that this righteousness was not only God’s own perfection, but something that He gave to people who were sorry for their sins and believed in Christ.

Luther now understood that he didn’t have to earn God’s forgiveness because Christ had earned it for him. He became so excited that he wanted to spread this good news. 

The church at that time taught that the punishment for sin occurred in a place called purgatory could be removed if people bought what were called indulgences. One particularly well-known Catholic method of exploitation in the Middle Ages was the practice of selling indulgences, a monetary payment of penalty which, supposedly, absolved one of past sins and/or released one from purgatory after death

Martin studied the Bible but he could not find those words or concepts—purgatory or indulgences—in its pages. He concluded that these teachings were not God’s teachings. When a man named Tetzel tried to sell such indulgences near Wittenberg, it was too much for Luther.

On October 31, 1517, Luther wrote 95 theses about purgatory, indulgences, and other teachings of the church—topics on which he would debate anyone—and nailed them to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg. He thought he was free to do this and only wanted to lay out his newly discovered views of the Bible to other church leaders in the Medieval Church. He knew his thoughts were radical, but, after all, he was an Augustinian monk and a professor of theology.

It was this act that began the Reformation and changed the world and the history of the Christian church.

This became much bigger than Martin Luther had expected. Without his knowledge, someone printed his words on the newly invented Gutenburg press, distributing it all over Germany. Within a few days, Martin found that he was the subject of everyone’s thoughts. In the cathedrals and great stone castles of his homeland, the pubs and peasant’s cottages—everyone was talking about the views of Luther. Without a signal to announce it, the Lutheran Reformation had begun. 

What did Luther and the others view? They were seeing something new about how a person is accepted by God—that is, new to them. They protested that the church had been teaching the wrong view about the most important issue of life. They discovered that the Bible says we are not accepted on the basis of our religious deeds, or even our good deeds along with our faith, but that we area accepted before a holy God only through faith in Christ.
Although many agreed with Luther, some powerful church leaders did not. One of them, Cardinal Cajetan, angrily ordered Luther to be arrested. Luther escaped from danger one night by riding a horse bareback to safety in Wittenberg.

Luther took part in a great debate at Leipzig that lasted 18 days. He would not take back what he had written. Finally, Pope Leo X expelled him from the church. However, Frederick the Wise, the ruler of Saxony where Luther lived, agreed that church reform was needed.

Eventually Luther appeared before Charles V, the emperor over much of Europe, at a city on the Rhine River called Worms. Here, the emperor, his court, and the church leaders demanded that Luther take back what he had written. But Martin replied bravely: “My conscience is captive to the Word of God, I cannot recant anything, for to go against conscience is neither right nor safe. Here I stand, I cannot do otherwise. God help me. Amen!”

Soon afterward, Charles V and the church leaders declared that Luther was an outlaw, and anyone could kill him on sight.

Luther’s life was in danger as he traveled home to Wittenberg. Along the way, he and his companions were overtaken by a band of horsemen. Luther was kidnapped! He was taken to the Castle in Wartburg, a fortress. But the kidnappers were not what they seemed. They were his friends in disguise. Frederick had planned the “kidnapping” to hide Martin from his enemies. 

Luther used his time at The Warburg wisely. He believed that the best way to teach the Gospel was to let people read it for themselves. (At that time, the Bible was in Latin, a language most people could not read.) So, he translated the New Testament into the language of the people—German.

Martin kept in touch with his family and friends through letters and their visits to The Wartburg. When the citizens of Wittenberg begged him to return, he risked his life and bravely left The Wartburg. Philip Melanchthon, a scholar who was Luther’s right-hand man, noted that some of the clergy had “revelations” apart from Scripture and, as a result, they vandalized religious art, music, stained glass and statutes of the saints. He said to Luther “The dam has broken, and I cannot stop the waters.”

But Luther could dam up the waters from the pulpit. He preached against such actions. He explained that the teachings and the traditions of the church that were contrary to the Scriptures should be changed. But other practices that helped people in worship—like the liturgy and music—should be kept. 

Because new inventions made printing faster and cheaper, Luther took full advantage of the press by writing letters, essays, and books. His writings—such as the catechisms and hymns—helped pastors, teachers, parents, and children as they learned and worshiped. 

With false teachings and wrong practices corrected, Luther and his associates prepared many new materials for the church. They published a complete German Bible, a new order of worship, new hymns, prayers, and sermon books.  Luther wrote both the Small and Large Catechisms for teaching children and adults. Since he loved music, he composed some very famous hymns, including the Christmas carol, “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come,” and the great hymn of the Reformation “A Mighty Fortress Is our God.”

Luther stated he was too busy and too set in his ways to marry. However, when several nuns escaped in a fish barrel and were taken at midnight to Wittenberg, Luther met Katherine von Bora, a former nun. Martin and Katie, as he called her, were married in 1525. She was a strong and intelligent woman and was as outspoken as her husband. The Luthers lived a happy life in Wittenberg. Six children—three boys and three girls—added to their joy.

Luther became busier than ever attracting students from many nations throughout Europe. There were so many students that Katie sometimes had trouble finding food and beds for all of them. At mealtime, Luther amused everyone with his blazing sense of humor. He also made dinnertime observations that were so valuable students wrote down nearly everything he said. These notes were later published in a book called Luther’s Table Talk. Luther, himself, wrote an astonishing number of letters, articles, pamphlets, studies, and commentaries on books of the Bible. His assembled works have been published in almost one hundred fat volumes. Even his enemies admitted that he was a genius.

Emperor Charles V threatened the German Lutheran princes if they did not return to the Catholic Church. The Lutheran princes boldly refused and gave Charles a document that began, “We Protest. . .”  The term protestant was born on that day and the Lutheran Reformation then became known as the Protestant Reformation.
Still hoping for reconciliation, the emperor and the Lutheran leaders met again at Augsburg in 1530. Luther was still considered a criminal and would have been captured and executed had he gone. Instead, a fellow reformer Philip Melanchthon presented a formal statement of what the reformers believed. The statement became known as the Augsburg Confession, and it remains the formal expression of Lutheran teachings to this day.

The Reformation was not just one movement in one country that led to one Protestant church body. In England, it led to the Anglican Church. In Switzerland, France, Holland, and Scotland, it became the Reformed Church. In Germany, Anabaptists split from Lutherans. In America, they formed synods named for the states to which they had migrated. The various synods have amalgamated into three church bodies—the Wisconsin Synod is the most conservative and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) the most liberal with the Missouri Synod (LC-MS) in the middle.

Luther suffered from Gout attacks. He had sores on his legs which were thought to be diabetic ulcers. He had angina. In 1546, Luther, had a heart attack and died in Eisleben, where he was born. His life had come full circle. He was buried beneath the pulpit in the Castle Church at Wittenberg.     

_____________________
Sources: Martin Luther, A Man Who Changed the World, by Paul L Maier, Professor of ancient history at Western Michigan University. Published by Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, 2004. Distributed as a member benefit by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, Where Values Thrive. Appleton, Wisconsin.

Wittenburg, Germany, October 31st, 1517. Copyright 2002, Jim Elliff, permission granted in full for non-profit use.
Dr. Paul L. Maier is the Russell H. Seibert Professor of Ancient History at Western Michigan University and a much-published author of both scholarly and popular works.  His novels include two historical documentaries — Pontius Pilate and The Flames of Rome— as well as A Skeleton in God’s Closet, a theological thriller that became a #1 national bestseller in religious fiction when it first released.  Sequels: More than a Skeleton and The Constantine Codex, followed in 2003 and 2011.
His nonfiction works include In the Fullness of Time, a book that correlates sacred with secular evidence from the ancient world impinging on Jesus and early Christianity; Josephus: The Essential Works, a new translation / commentary on writings of the first-century Jewish historian; and Eusebius: The Church History, a similar book on the first Christian historian.  More than five million of Maier’s books are now in print in twenty languages, as well as over 250 scholarly articles and reviews in professional journals.
Dr. Maier lectures widely, appears frequently on national radio, television, and newspaper interviews, and has received numerous awards.  He has also penned seven children’s books and hosted six video seminars dealing with Jesus, St. Paul, the early church, and current Christianity.
The Rev Dr. Paul Maier’s website: http://www.paulmaier.com/ 
* * * * *

15 The World-wide Public Forum: Talk Radio Dialogues Connect with almost Everyone
In Depth Discussions with public, civic, national and international leaders, cultural, educational, political and religious
commentary to broaden your perspective of our country and the world in which we live.
​__________

Heard on Salem National Radio (The ANSWER) sites include:
DrDennisPrager.com, HughHewitt.com, MikeGallagher.com, MichaelMedved.com, 
LarryElder.com, MetaxasTalk.com, SRNNews.com, SRNStore.com,
· Michael Medved, http://www.michaelmedved.com/  

The Greatest Country on God’s Green Earth. The Michael Medved Show gives you insightful columns and commentary about culture, politics, videos, movie reviews, and more

Should Government Block “Fat Shaming”?
Transgender Awareness in Kindergarten?   
When Political Organizations Celebrate Murder
When Politics Trumps Faith, Marriage Suffers
How Faith Improves Sex—and Vice Versa
Don’t Lose Touch with American Optimism
Winning the War of Ideas?
· Doctor Dennis Prager, http://www.dennisprager.com/
Bernie Sanders, the Non-Jewish Jew and Non-American American 
Socialism Makes You Selfish
Alumni Cutting Contributions to Colleges
N. Carolina school to teachers: Don't call students 'boys and girls'
President Barack Obama delivers a statement at the White House on Oct. 5. (Yuri Gripas/Reuters)
How is the Godless west working out?
CA Allows Official Non-Gender Birth Certificate
· The Lars Larson Show, http://www.larslarson.com/ 
Watch Dinesh Dsouzas Hillary’s America. 

The Real D.B. Cooper
Oregon’s Government to Voters: You Can’t Handle the Truth!
Diversity In Police Departments Will Not Stop Crime
You could put half of Trump’s supporters into what I call the basket of deplorables
A Portland, OR-based cupcake shop has been accused of being racist
Seton Motley – The Media Should Do Some More Fact Checking 
Sorry, ladies-sanders-off-puerto-rico/
* * * * *
16 Restoring Accountability in Medical Practice, HealthCare, Government and Society:
· The Galen Institute, Grace-Marie Turner President, www.galen.org founded in 1995 to promote an informed debate over free-market ideas for health reform. Grace-Marie has been instrumental in developing and promoting ideas for reform to transfer power over health care decisions to doctors and patients.  She speaks and writes extensively about incentives to promote a more competitive, patient-centered marketplace in the health sector. 
house-chairman-calls-for-obamacare-watchdog
· The Mercatus Center at George Mason University (www.mercatus.org) is a strong advocate for accountability in government. Maurice McTigue, QSO, a Distinguished Visiting Scholar, a former Member of Parliament and cabinet minister in New Zealand, is now director of the Mercatus Center's Government Accountability Project. 

· Pacific Research Institute, (www.pacificresearch.org) Sally C Pipes, President and CEO.
Obamacare Bloats U.S. Healthcare System  
To read the rest of this column, please go to www.medicaltuesday.net/org.asp 
· The Heartland Institute, www.heartland.org, Joseph Bast, President, publishes the Health Care News and the Heartlander. The weekly NIPCC Update, written on behalf of the Nongovernmental International Panel on Climate Change (NIPCC) by Heartland Institute Senior Fellow Craig Idso, links to new reviews, posted on the NIPCC Web site, of research related to climate change and published in scientific journals. Subscribe here 
· 
Greg Scandlen, is a senior fellow of The Heartland Institute and founder of Consumers for Health Care Choices, a 
non-partisan, non-profit membership. Greg Scandlen, President of Consumers for Health Care Choices, talks about the 
ways that innovative health care products like consumer controlled health insurance is making health care more 
affordable. The Crown Jewel of ObamaCare Failures
· The Council for Affordable Health Insurance, www.cahi.org/index.asp, founded by Greg Scandlen in 1991, where he served as CEO for five years, is an association of insurance companies, actuarial firms, legislative consultants, physicians and insurance agents. Their mission is to develop and promote free-market solutions to America's health-care challenges by enabling a robust and competitive health insurance market that will achieve and maintain access to affordable, high-quality health care for all Americans. "The belief that more medical care means better medical care is deeply entrenched . . . Our study suggests that perhaps a third of medical spending is now devoted to services that don't appear to improve health or the quality of care–and may even make things worse."

· The Independence Institute, www.i2i.org, is a free-market think-tank in Golden, Colorado. Linda Gorman is Director of the Health Care Policy Institute at the Independence Institute, a state-based free market think tank in Denver, Colorado. A former academic economist, she has written extensively about the problems created by government interference in health care decisions and the promise of consumer directed health care.

· The Foundation for Economic Education, www.fee.org, has been publishing The Freeman - Ideas On Liberty, Freedom's Magazine, for over 60 years, with Lawrence W Reed, President. Having bound copies of this running treatise on free-market economics for over 50 years, I still take pleasure in the relevant articles by Leonard Read and others who have devoted their lives to the cause of liberty. I have a patient who has read this journal since it was a mimeographed newsletter fifty years ago. Be sure to read the current lesson on Economic Education.

· The Fraser Institute, an independent public policy organization, focuses on the role competitive markets play in providing for the economic and social well being of all Canadians. Canadians celebrated Tax Freedom Day on June 28, the date they stopped paying taxes and started working for themselves. Log on at www.fraserinstitute.ca for an overview of the extensive research articles that are available. You may want to go directly to their health research section.

· The Ludwig von Mises Institute, Lew Rockwell, President, is a rich source of free-market materials, probably the best daily course in economics we've seen. If you read these essays on a daily basis, it would probably be equivalent to taking Economics 11 and 51 in college. Please log on at www.mises.org to obtain the foundation's daily reports. You may also log on to Lew's premier free-market site to read some of his lectures to medical groups. Learn how state medicine subsidizes illness or to find out why anyone would want to be an MD today.

· CATO. The Cato Institute (www.cato.org) was founded in 1977, by Edward H. Crane, with Charles Koch of Koch Industries. It is a nonprofit public policy research foundation headquartered in Washington, D.C. The Institute is named for Cato's Letters, a series of pamphlets that helped lay the philosophical foundation for the American Revolution. The Mission: The Cato Institute seeks to broaden the parameters of public policy debate to allow consideration of the traditional American principles of limited government, individual liberty, free markets and peace. Ed Crane reminds us that the framers of the Constitution designed to protect our liberty through a system of federalism and divided powers so that most of the governance would be at the state level where abuse of power would be limited by the citizens' ability to choose among 13 (and now 50) different systems of state government. Thus, we could all seek our favorite moral turpitude and live in our comfort zone recognizing our differences and still be proud of our unity as Americans. Michael F. Cannon is the Cato Institute's Director of Health Policy Studies. Read his bio, articles and books at www.cato.org/people/cannon.html.

· The St. Croix Review, a bimonthly journal of ideas, recognizes that the world is very dangerous. Conservatives are staunch defenders of the homeland. But as Russell Kirk believed, wartime allows the federal government to grow at a frightful pace. We expect government to win the wars we engage, and we expect that our borders be guarded. But St. Croix feels the impulses of the Administration and Congress are often misguided. The politicians of both parties in Washington overreach so that we see with disgust the explosion of earmarks and perpetually increasing spending on programs that have nothing to do with winning the war. There is too much power given to Washington. Even in wartime, we have to push for limited government - while giving the government the necessary tools to win the war. To read a variety of articles in this arena, please go to www.stcroixreview.com. 

· Hillsdale College, the premier small liberal arts college in southern Michigan with about 1,200 students, was founded in 1844 with the mission of "educating for liberty." It is proud of its principled refusal to accept any federal funds, even in the form of student grants and loans, and of its historic policy of non-discrimination and equal opportunity. The price of freedom is never cheap. While schools throughout the nation are bowing to an unconstitutional federal mandate that schools must adopt a Constitution Day curriculum each September 17th or lose federal funds, Hillsdale students take a semester-long course on the Constitution restoring civics education and developing a civics textbook, a Constitution Reader. You may log on at www.hillsdale.edu to register for the annual weeklong von Mises Seminars, held every February, or their famous Shavano Institute. Congratulations to Hillsdale for its national rankings in the USNews College rankings. Changes in the Carnegie classifications, along with Hillsdale's continuing rise to national prominence, prompted the Foundation to move the College from the regional to the national liberal arts college classification. Please log on and register to receive Imprimis, their national speech digest that reaches more than one million readers each month.  Choose recent issues.  The last ten years of Imprimis are archived. 

· The Association of American Physicians & Surgeons (www.AAPSonline.org), The Voice for Private Physicians Since 1943, representing physicians in their struggles against bureaucratic medicine, loss of medical privacy, and intrusion by the government into the personal and confidential relationship between patients and their physicians. Be sure to read News of the Day in Perspective: Don't miss the "AAPS News," written by Jane Orient, MD, and archived on this site which provides valuable information on a monthly basis. Browse the archives of their official organ, the Journal of American Physicians and Surgeons, with Larry Huntoon, MD, PhD, a neurologist in New York, as the Editor-in-Chief. There are a number of important articles that can be accessed from the Table of Contents.
·  The AAPS California Chapter is an unincorporated association made up of members. The Goal of the AAPS California Chapter is to carry on the activities of the Association of American Physicians and Surgeons (AAPS) on a statewide basis. This is accomplished by having meetings and providing communications that support the medical professional needs and interests of independent physicians in private practice. To join the AAPS California Chapter, all you need to do is join national AAPS and be a physician licensed to practice in the State of California. There is no additional cost or fee to be a member of the AAPS California State Chapter. 
Go to California Chapter Web Page . . .

Bottom line: "We are the best deal Physicians can get from a statewide physician based organization!"
· PA-AAPS is the Pennsylvania Chapter of the Association of American Physicians and Surgeons (AAPS), a non-partisan professional association of physicians in all types of practices and specialties across the country. Since 1943, AAPS has been dedicated to the highest ethical standards of the Oath of Hippocrates and to preserving the sanctity of the patient-physician relationship and the practice of private medicine. We welcome all physicians (M.D. and D.O.) as members. Podiatrists, dentists, chiropractors and other medical professionals are welcome to join as professional associate members. Staff members and the public are welcome as associate members. Medical students are welcome to join free of charge. 
Our motto, "omnia pro aegroto" means "all for the patient."

· AAPS FLORIDA CHAPTER
· The Florida Legislature has once again made doctors the target of inappropriate government and corporate control of medicine. Sadly, the Florida Medical Association (FMA) has betrayed Florida doctors (again) by helping the legislature hurt physicians and ultimately their patients. The FMA actively supported legislation that prevents doctors from directly billing patients for the care they provide in emergency rooms and hospitals – even when the doctors have no contract with the patient’s insurance company. Florida law will now forbid them from billing patients seen at hospitals in nearly all circumstances. The Florida Medical Association repeatedly went on the record to support passage of the legislation that will impose up to $10,000 in fines, disciplinary action and possible criminal prosecution upon doctors that dare to simply collect payment for their services. The end result will be that insurance companies will have all the power as doctors lose substantial leverage in negotiating contracts with insurance companies. Politicians sold the law as a way to stop what they dubbed “surprise” hospital bills while inaccurately labelling it as “balance billing” for political purposes.

Go to: WWW.FLAAPS.ORG 

· AAPS TEXAS CHAPTER
The Texas Chapter of AAPS held its first official meeting May 21, 2016.  The chapter elected officers and board members and approved the chapter’s bylaws. 

Texas needs a strong, conservative physician in the Senate who will be willing to stand up against the status quo in the face of encroaching government control of the practice of medicine. . Dr. Buckingham, endorsed by AAPS, succeeded in making the runoff for the senate race in Texas SD24! She is prepared to tackle head-on the problems faced by private physicians and work to restore the integrity of the patient-physician relationship

Please follow at http://www.texasaaps.org/
· AAPS ARIZONA STATE CHAPTER

The AZ Senate Committee of the Whole (COW) gave the Interstate Medical Licensure Compact bill, HB 2502, a “Do 
Pass as Amended” 
(DPA) recommendation.  There are several good things in the amendment:

It prohibits board certification from being required for licensure through Arizona’s existing licensing process.

It directs the Arizona Medical Board to develop its own expedited licensure process for physicians wishing to avoid 
Compact licensure.

It prevents Compact licensure from being required as a condition of employment.


Read Arizona’s physicians’ struggle to avoid government control at http://www.azaaps.org/  

· ACCESS THE ELEVEN STATE CHAPTERS OF THE AAPS 
· IF YOUR STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY IS PRO-SOCIALIZED MEDICINE ON WHICH BASIS THE AMA WAS FOUNDED, CONSIDER AFFILIATING WITH THE AAPS WHICH SINCE 1943 HAS BEEN WORKING TO PREVENT THE INTRUSION OF GOVERNMENT INTO THE PRACTICE OF MEDICINE. THIS IS NOW A CRITICAL ENDEAVOR.
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS

* * * * *
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* * * * *
Chancellor Otto von Bismarck, the father of socialized medicine in Germany, recognized in 1861 that a government gained loyalty by making its citizens dependent on the state by social insurance. Thus, socialized medicine, or any single payer initiative, or Social Security was born for the benefit of the state and of a contemptuous disregard for people’s welfare.

We must also remember that ObamaCare has nothing to do with appropriate healthcare; it was similarly projected to gain loyalty by making American citizens dependent on the government and eliminating their choice and chance in improving their welfare or quality of healthcare. Socialists know that once people are enslaved, freedom seems too risky to pursue.

* * * * *

